








99 GCD’s in Texas

98 GCD’s are Confirmed

177 Counties are either fully 

or partially within a GCD

61 Single-County Districts 

38 Multiple-County
Source:  TWDB 









 Protect

 Preserve

 Educate

 Regulate

 Studies

 Facilitate

 Interpret

 Administer

 Transparent

 Texas Constitution  (1917)

 Conservation Amendment 1

 Chapter 36- State Water Code

 Texas Supreme Court Affirmation

 District Management Plan

 District Rules

 District Policy and Procedures

 District Annual Report

1-Made the Development, Management, and Conservation of 

our natural resources (including water) a constitutional right 

of each and every Texan



3,547 active exempt wells 

124 active permitted wells

54 in the Edwards BFZ

51 in the Trinity Aquifer

18 in the Other formations
5184 well pts in the data base



Bell County Wells By Aquifer



• District manages by the DFC and Modeled Available Groundwater.

• DFC is based on monitor well effort and statistical data starting in 2000.

• The DFC vs MAG is a part of the permitting process. 

• Efforts to not bust the MAG have been on going until defendable data on the 
DFC can be attained.

DFC vs MAG
Desired Future Condition VS Modeled Available Groundwater



• District manages to the DFC and Modeled Available Groundwater.
• District permits are renewed annually.
• DFC is based on monitor well effort and statistical data starting in 2000.
• The DFC vs MAG is a part of the permitting process. 
• Efforts to not bust the MAG have been on going until defendable data on the DFC can 

be attained.

DFC vs MAG
Desired Future Condition VS Modeled Available Groundwater



Managing What We Measure

District Monitor Wells



Does over production by others 

impact my water resources?



Is Groundwater Utilized South of Us?
Source is TWDB data base

Bell County Line





Public Access to Well Information

Location, Trends and Changes



Click on a Respective Well

Loss of Head 

Pressure over 

6yrs = 20.3 ft

3.38 ft per year





Well Prognosis

Select the desired spot 

on property

Lat/Long determined

Report Generated



Water Well Disclosure 
Asset vs Liability

 TREC Forms

 Disclosure Form 2016

1. Well in place?

2. Registered?

3. Compliance?

4. Inspected?

5. WQ Tested?

6. Is a GCD in place ?



Well Disclosure Request

CUWCD form

 CUWCD Form

 Requesting Assistance

 No Fees

 Advice prior to Sale

 Support Services



Why Site Inspection?

 Well Head Conditions?

 Repairs needed?

 Septic distanced?

 Well disinfection?

 Water Quality Screening-free



Issues and/or Concerns
Are GCDs doing our jobs?

Who do we answer to?

 Accountability to SAO

 Accountability to TCEQ

 Accountability to TWDB

 Accountability to Legislative Body

 Accountability to Local Citizens

 Balancing Act to Protect Property Rights

 Expectation to Provide Solutions 



Water Demand (Acre-Feet/Year)
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 Conservation (Society Change)

 Water Availability vs Population Growth

 Under Managed Groundwater Areas

 Legislative Uncertainty 

 Well Drillers & Pump Installers

 New Subdivision Plats



Q & A


